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     Math in third grade is sometimes 

difficult, especially at the beginning of the 

year.  In third grade your student is moving 

from doing math together with the class, to 

doing math independently.  We want our 

students to be independent problem solvers.  

This is a year- long transition and it requires 

a lot of work from the students, the 

teachers, and even the parents.  We as 

teachers scaffold their learning in class.  We 

do a lesson, then we practice that skill, then 

we do the reteaching side of their homework 

paper together, before we send it home as 

homework, where we hope they are able to 

complete their work independently.  The first 

two or three topic tests in math are difficult 

because students have to learn how to take a 

test.  In second grade the tests are read to 

them.  In third grade we read the first 

couple of tests and then we let them begin to 

do the reading themselves.  We have found 

the hard part about the test taking process 

is that they don’t read the problems.  They 

will often find the numbers and either add or 

subtract.  We will spend a lot of time this 

year talking about “key words,” and which 

operation they tell us to use.  For example, 

what is the sum of 5 and 2?  The word sum 

tells us to add.    Identifying the key words in 

a problem and showing their work will be 

emphasized. 

     This may all sound like a lot to accomplish 

on top of teaching them their multiplication 

facts, but trust us, we can do it!  We assess 

their learning every day and we have 

interventions to help our students attain 

these goals.   

     Welcome to third grade and thank you for 

your help! 
 

The students have been enjoying books written 
by Patricia Polacco and practicing writing 
thoughtful reading responses as they reflect on 
her great books.  They are doing a wonderful job 
choosing “good fit” books and reading 
independently.  Next week, we will be starting 
our guided reading groups.  Please continue to 
encourage your child to read at home.   
 

 
 
 

September 1- No School 

September 10- Reading Around the Square 

September 15- Book Order Due 

Patricia Polacco is a well-known author and 
illustrator. She has written numerous 
children books that are narratives of her 
own childhood. This week we read books 
about her ancestors, her rotten redheaded 
older brother, Richie, and about adventures 
at her home in Michigan.  

Featured Books:  
 

Be a Perfect Person in Three Days 
by Stephen Manes 
 
Matilda by Roald Dahl 
 


